PRESIDENTIAL   CANDIDATE

consequences of this method of election need to
be considered. If in any state a majority of the
voters chose electors pledged to support Lin-
coln, for example, then all the votes cast for
other electors were wasted. Lincoln would carry
all the Presidential electors for that state. And
similarly in the case of the other candidates. It
might thus happen that a Presidential candidate
might have many thousands of votes cast for him
and yet not obtain a corresponding support in
the electoral colleges. The vote of the people
and the vote in the electoral colleges were thus
frequently out of proportion to each other.

This, in fact, was what happened in the elec-
tion of 1860. Lincoln polled 1,866451? votes,1
Douglas 1,376,957 votes, Breckinridge 849,781
votes and Bell 588,879 votes. But in terms of
electors in the electoral colleges the result was
different. Lincoln had carried all the free states
except New Jersey, where by a party bargain
'three electors out of the seven to be chosen were
for Douglas and four for Lincoln. Yet Douglas
had polled heavily in all the states where Lin-
coln had succeeded. But his votes were of no
avail unless he actually carried the poll for the
electoral colleges. So in the electoral colleges
Lincoln had 180 votes, but Douglas had only

1 Lincoln went to the poll himself. He had usually voted

for himself in the past, but he did not do so on this occasion.

He abstained from voting for the Presidential electors, but

voted for the other offices which were also contested at the

' same poll.